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GRADEMARK REPORT

GENERAL COMMENTS

Student Jonathan Lesmond                                           
Mark 68                                                                             

Intro / A&O (400 words)

Project title; Identification of a 
specific problem to be
  investigated; Well-defined aims and 
SMART objectives; Explaining why 
this project is
  worth doing; Discussion of what the 
project needs to do in order to be a
  success; Description any 
deliverables that
  will be produced at the end of the 
project

 

The introduction provided is technical 
and reads like
  a literature review than an 
introduction.

Lacks a strong statement of why this 
project matters
  for stakeholders (e.g., planners, 
policymakers).

 

Begin with a broad context: Why 
population projections
  are important for Wales (planning, 
resource allocation, policy).

Then narrow down to the gap: Current 
projections are
  outdated or incomplete.

End with a clear purpose statement: 
What this project
  will deliver and why it’s valuable.
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Aim is clear and most of the  objectives 
are aligned with the proposed
  aim, but they are broad so need  to 
be
  refined. 

 

Background to the Project / Literature
  Review (400 words)

Description of how the work to be 
done by in the project relates to
  the work identified in the literature 
review; Discussion
  of any ethical issues raised by the 
project Identifying what has already 
been done within the field; Topic 
familiarity; Brief literature review
  using appropriate sources – 6-8 
journal papers and book chapters 
rather than
  just websites;
  Selection of relevant models &
  concepts

 

Background section shows the basic 
understanding of
  the proposed area. 

To make this section stronger and 
more relevant to
  your project:

Focus on why these technologies 
matter for your
  project rather than giving long 
historical details.

Example: Explain how predictive 
analytics and GIS will
  help improve Welsh population 
projections.

Connect the literature to your project 
choices.

Example: If you plan to use certain 
machine learning
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  models, mention that research shows 
these models work well for population
  forecasting.

 

Highlight the gap you are addressing.

Example: Current Welsh projections are 
based on older
  data and lack local detail, your 
project solves this.

 

Keep it short and clear,  focusing on 
relevance, gaps, and
  justification

Project Design (500 words)

Clear statement of which 
development methods are to be 
used and why
  they are appropriate; Clear 
statement of
  which tools are to be used and why 
they are appropriate; Clear 
description of how data collected will 
be
  analysed

 

project design shows good planning 
and identifies
  relevant tools like Python, MySQL, and 
QGIS

Need to provide the details of ML 
models Instead of
  saying “multiple ML models,” specify 
which ones you plan to use and why.

Define evaluation metrics

Explain how you will measure model 
accuracy.

Show the steps from data collection → 
preprocessing →
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  model training → evaluation → GIS 
visualisation. This makes your design
  easier to follow.

 

Make the time line realistic:

Ensure milestones reflect achievable 
goals:

·       
  Data collection and cleaning

·       
  Model development and testing

·       
  GIS visualisation

·       
  Final evaluation

 

 

Resources / Planning (200 words)

List of any deliverables; Clear 
diagram
  showing both timing and resource 
use; Completed
  ethics form; Limited and relevant 
appendices

 

Good identification of data sources 
and tools

Ethics and GDPR compliance are not 
mentioned, this is
  essential when handling government 
datasets.

Timeline is referenced but not clearly 
visible;
  include a detailed Gantt chart with 
milestones for data collection, model
  development, and evaluation.
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Resource allocation (time for ML model 
training vs GIS
  integration) should be realistic.

 

 

 

Document Presentation

Correct spelling, grammar and 
punctuation;
  Flow of narrative/fluency; 
Coherence; Word processed ; 
Correct
  use of referencing with 
bibliography; Strict
  word limit

 

Document is structured well.

Citations and references need to be 
improved.

Evidence of spelling and grammatical 
errors.

 

 

 

15 10

TOTAL 100 68

 

PAGE 1

PAGE 2

PAGE 3



PAGE 4

PAGE 5

PAGE 6

PAGE 7

PAGE 8

PAGE 9


